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County has moved into a different

The theater department at UW-Rock
stage.

Taking the leadroleis Carolyne Hayeraft,

new theater director andlecturertothe
Communication and Theatre Arts Depart-
ment,

Her supporting casts are the university
students and audience.

Along with anew leader comesanew
name. The former U-Rock Players became
University Theatre in August when Hay-
craft replaced professor Mark Weinberg.
Thename change wasmade, she said, fo
more clearly identify the group.

Otherchanges also are planned.

Hayeraft will stage different types of
shows thaninthe past, which oftenfocused
oncontroversial subjects suchasdaterape
orabortion. She chose “Picnie,” a summer
romance, for her first production, which
opens Oct. 18.

“ ‘Pienic’ was done 20yearsago. It was
Kirk Denmark's second production,” Hay-
craft said. “It’s perfect for Janesville and an

American classie. It'smoving and entertain-

ing and appealing to the students and audi-
ence.”
Asthe story unfolds, Hal Carter, a former

Just the facts

What: "“Picnic" produced by University Theatre.

27

When: 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, Oct. 18-19 and 24-26 and at 2 p.m. Sundays, Oct. 20 and

Where: Kirk Denmark Theatre, UW-Rock County, 2909 Kellogg Ave., Janesville.

Tickets: $5 for adults and $3 for children.

Cast: Callie Johnson, Kristen laguinta, Jamie Mathison, Ryan Boggs, Holie Vance, Amber
Page, Sherry Anderson, Melissa Lust, Lisa LaChance-Kirchner, Nnanna Egbujiobi, Kyle Adams

and Stacey Peter,

Crew: Carolyne Haycraft, director; Eleanor Mariarty, stage manager; Matthew Kerr, set and
lighting/technical director; Dorthy Evans, house manager; Jared Amundson, sound; Nick French,
dramaturg; Nora Frankovich, costume design; Jennifer Langer, publicity; Callie Johnsen, choreog-
rapher; Mel Lebaran, props; Ryan Huggard, set crew; Wristen laquinta, fight choreographer.

college athlete, and Madge Owens, the
town's beauty queen, fallin love, The Pulit-
zer Prize-wining play celebrates small-town
America and thelives of ordinary people,
said Haycraft.

She chose tostage playwright William
Inge's original showinstead ofthe Broad-
way version.

“Todothe Broadway version doesa huge
disservice because the play wasrevised fora
1950s audience,” Hayeraft said. “It'snot as
powerfuland goes way beyond censuring.”

Hayeraft is confident with her choice.

“The studentstold meIchose theright
play, andit willappealto the audience as
well,” she said. “It's about love and growing
upinasmall town. It'salso about the human
condition—romantic, funny with music and
dance. They can identify with the strong,
powerfulmessage, andit’s entertaining.”

Haycraft added more cast members—
dancers, and cast a blackmanin what has
usually beenarole forawhite man, plus
hired alighting and set designer.

“They add other elements tothe show,”
she said.

Bill Qlmsted Gazette Staff
Carolyne Haycraft, the new director at UW-Rock County, listens to a read-through of ‘Picnic,’ her first production with University Theatre.

It's no ‘Picnic’

- New director says revamping UW-Rock County’s theater troupe will be a challenge

Haycraft alsoisinvolving the university’s
English department by having a student act
as adramaturg, the research person who
takes care ofthe play from theliteral point of
view. In the future, she will tap into the
school'smusic department.

“Byincorporating departments, we get
more of a sense of community oncampus,”
Haycraft said, “We'll start within our build-
ing and work our way out by getting in con-
tact with the high schools,”

Extradancerstotheall-student cast were
added to imply harmony and the concept of
unification, she said.

“Whentheloversunite, therest ofthe
world does, too,” Haycraft said.

Hayeraft came to Janesville afier moving
from jobsin New York City to Milwaukee,
Chicago and finally Madison, With each
move, her hushand changed professions.
Today heisachef andthe twoteachtae
kwon do tolow-income students.

“Icouldn’t move him again, Thisishis
time. A friend ealled and said Imight want to
apply for thisjob.”

She did and was hired. :

“Ilike achallenge. That certainlyis here,"”
she said.

Haycraft brings with her 20 years of acting
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Picnic/New director wants to connect
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experience. She also has directed
for five years and has always
taught.

5 Catering and teaching English
asaSecond Language classesalso
have prepared her for the new posi-
tion, she said.

Hayeraft is emphasizing the sig-
nificance of community involve-
ment for herselfand students in
the theater department.

“It’simportant forme tohave a
voice and presence in the commu-
nity,” said Haycraft, who has be-
come amember ofthe United Arts
Alliance’s Performing Arts Com-
mittee. This nonprofit organiza-

tionis dedicated to enhancing the
artsin Rock County.

Haycraft alsoismaking a con-
certed effort to connect with the
audience to find out where the the-
aterfitsin.

“Thave to consider who my audi-
enceis and what they want,” Hay-
craft said. “Thereisno theater
without an audience.”

Toaccomplish this, Haycraft
may place an evaluation formin
the play’s program.

The second and final University
Theatre show of the 2002-03 sea-
son will be Shakespeare’s “A Mid-
summer Nights Dream.”

“Not alot of Shakespeare has
been done in Janesville,” Haycraft
said, “or even on campus.”





